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Dear Dale and Virginia

We were pleased to receive the invitation from your
children to contribute favorite memories of you both on the
approach of your half-a-century wedding anniversary. My
thoughts range back over a friendship and professional
association of almost as many years, and I have chosen to
write a testimonial of long association for family and
friends.

My fond early recollection is of the first post-World
War II graduate class in oceanography at Scripps Institut-
ion in La Jolla. There in September 1946 a quite remark-
able group of nearly all veterans from all of the services,
most trained as weather forecasters, came together to study
under the tutelage of Dr. Harald Sverdrup and his exception-
al faculty. Some of this group, like you Dale, were married
and lived in an enclave above the campus while we bachelors
resided in town, so there was limited opportunity for me to
get to know Virginia at that stage. However, we students
shared hours upon hours of lectures and came to know one
another very well. In the late 1940's, when our profession-
al interests began to diversify, I would drop by Dale's
office to find out how his coastal fog study was going, and
later what the Marine Life Research Program that he ably
headed was doing.

In early 1950 two events occurred which brought the
Leippers and Thompsons together as families--this time in
Texas (by then Dodie and I were married). Dale accepted
the rare opportunity to build from scratch and to head a
department of ocean sciences at Texas A&M College. Almost
at the same time an exceptional opportunity came for me and
fellow student Paul Horrer to undertake a large research
project for the United Gas Pipe Line Co. of Shreveport on
how to lay a major pipe line across the Atchafalaya River
delta and miles out into the Gulf of Mexico. United's
investment was too big to entrust to two small contractors
so through Dale's timely and able intervention the financial
management was handled as Project 25 by the Texas A&M Re-
search Foundation. That project gave a boost to the young
Foundation and, in turn, to Dale's new oceanography depart-
ment.



While I ran the field program for that project Dodie
and I lived for a year in the small town of Franklin in
coastal Louisiana in the heart of Cajun country. We then
moved to College Station where I resumed graduate studies
in oceanography--in Dale's department this time. There we
bought a house a few doors from Dale and Virginia, and also
near the Bob Reids. Our families were all in an early stage
with more children to arrive later. There was a lot of
interaction among us so that we came to know the Leipper
family well and enjoyed many good times together.

In June 1953 I was awarded the Ph.D. degree (with
Charles Bates), the first in oceanography by Texas A&M, and
Dodie and I said goodbye to our Texas friends and headed
west to Monterey where I accepted a faculty appointment at
the Naval Postgraduate School. 1In the following years we
kept in touch with Virginia and Dale through Christmas
cards, the Letters from Oceanographers that Dale had initi-
ated, and a few professional visits to College Station.

A long and fruitful period of renewed close associ-
ation began when Dale and Virginia moved to Monterey and
Dale assumed the chairmanship of the newly designated
Department of Oceanography at the Naval Postgraduate School.
I enjoyed those years of professional and personal contact
with Dale, which continued after Dale retired. I miss our
frequent get-togethers over lunch.

Dodie and I recall with fondness and miss the hospi-
tality of the Leipper home. In College Station Virginia
set a table, sometimes at a moment's notice, for seemingly
innumerable guests brought home by Dale. In Monterey
Virginia organized and led the Oceanography Wives Group.
And at year end she and Dale would host a friendly Christ-
mas party for the oceanography people, accompanied by Dale
at the piano. A truly generous and gracious team.

So it is that Dale's and my professional careers
intertwined over a considerable number of years. Our

association with Virginia and Dale over all those years
has been a really pleasant one for us.

Our fondest regards go with you on this happy anni-
versary.

With love,

W e omd. Do Bthy Thoncpdon.






