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April 22, 1992
Dear Bryan,

I am sorry that we will be unable to attend the 50th wedding anniversary of
Virginia and Dale. I am also sorry that I have been so &low in responding to
your request for information for the "memory book."

Actually I did not have mich contact with Virginia in the early years. My
folks would often visit with the parents of Virginia & Dorothy but my sister,
Frances, Dorothy and Virginia were not very interested in the bothersome small
male child.

In later years (1942) I graduated from high school and went almost immediately
into the llerchant Marines and spent the war years at sea. After the war I
married a gal from Kansas City and lived there for a year or so. I think that
Shortly after the war Virginia and Dale went to Texas and most of the time after
I returned to San Diego Virginia and Yale no longer lived there.

However, there are a couple of memories that might be of slight interest. I
recall that in the ™ough" thirties, the Harrisons had moved to a small "“ranch"
between San Diego and Alpine and I remember Uncle Bryan milking the cow and
squirting the milk into our mouths.

I can also remember the Harrisons visiting us when we lived in the Mojave
desert at Hinckley. This was in 1929 or '30. On one occasion Uncle Albert
(Virginia's and my uncle, Aunt Jo's brother) who had become involved with

the Jehovah's Witnesses, came to the desert in a big, black car that had
loudspeakers on the roof. He was witnessing for his religious organization.

He plugged the loudspeaker system into an outlet at the school so that he
could preach "the word." Immediately it blew a fuse in the school's electrical
system so they inserted a penny under the fuse so that he could continue with
his preaching. -

A couple of other Madventures" come to mind that perhaps Virginia would remember
better than I since I was very young at the time. One is in regard to a trip the
Baecht Family and the Harrison family took in Worthern Arizona around Cameron
near the Urand Canyon. Traveling in convoy over what was then a dirt road and
very desolate, Uncle Bryan hit a rock that bounced up and put a hole in the oil
pan of his car. While he patched with chewing gum or something, my parents drove
many miles to the nearest gas station to replace the oil in the Harrison car.

The other incident concerns a lightning storm when both families were camped on
the 40 acres that my folks had homesteaded near Flagstaff, Arizona. As I remem-
ber, lightning struck a tree which fell and damaged the Harrison's car.

Through the years we had little contact with the Leippers. However, a few years
ago (about 10 or 12!) my wife, Betty, and I visited Uncle Bryan in Chloride, AZ
where he had retired after Aunt Jo died. Virginia and Dorothy both came to
Chloride while we were there and we had a nice visit. I believe Dorothy then
lived in Kingman.



A couple of years ago Dale and Virginia visited us here in Montana with
their Airstream trailer and we had a chance to reminisce a little about the
past and our early lives - a very enjoyable visit |

While thinking about this 50th Amniversary, I recalled having a newspaper
clip.ing which appeared in the San Diego Union July 12, 1966. It tells of
Virginia's great grandfather, Herman Baecht, and his efforts to settle in
Olivenhain near Encinitas, CA, in the mid 1880's. If Virginia dnd Dale do
not have this newspaper article, I thought it might be interesting for
their "demory Book."

At any rate we wish Dale and Virginia Leipper a very happy 50th Arniversary
and hope they will have many more.

With best wishes,

Lot ¢ Bs715

Bob and Betty Baecht






