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Leipper Heads Oceanography
Research Off Texas Gulf Coast
One of the major maririe fﬁf;ééﬁéétions in thenat.lon is under the direc-
tion of Dale F. Leipper, ’37. He became acting head of the new Department

of Oceanography at Texas A. and M. College on Sept. 1. .
Mr. Leipper’s teaching and research will be a conﬁnnaﬁ

e

; n of two years
of study by the Texas A.and:M. Research Foundation of marine life in the
Gulf Coast area. The research work
got its start seeking causes for the
increasing losses of oysters.

_ During his first semester at the
college Mr. Leipper is familiar-
izing himself with the Gulf Coast
Region and the persons interested
in its oceanographic development.
Following his indoctrination period,
he will select a staff to fit the partic-
ular needs of thearea, =
- His instruction at the college, on
the upper class and graduate levels,
will include information about every-
thing ‘“in the Gulf of Mexico waters,
around them, above them and below
them.” To tackle the almost limit-
less subject matter he will be asso-
ciated with the college’s basic de-
partments of biology, geology, chem-
istry, physics and geography. . .
During the war Mr. Leipper served
as oceanographer and weather officer
with the Army Air Forces in the
Aleutian Islands. He has been with
the Scripps Institution of Ocean-
ography, La Jolla, Calif., since 1946.
A native of Ohio, he was a member
of the famed Witterberg Brass Quartet
of Salem, O., young men who played
and attended school together for eight
years. He took his M.A. at Ohio State
University and did further graduate
work and taught at the Scripps Insti-
“tution and the University of California.
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%Money, Ships Plentiful . . .

For the first time this year A&M
is offering a complete course in
one of the newest fields of research
—Oceanography. With Dr. Dale
F. Leipper at the helm of the de-
partment, A&M is offering to
graduate students after only one
year of existence, a course rank-
ing at the top in variety and num-
ber of hours offered, with other
schools who have this course.

Oceanography has to do with
almost everything, but the five
basic aspects are biological, study
|of plant and animal life in the sea;
' physical, the physics of the sea
including ocean waves, water move-
ments, transformations of energy,
and other physical characteristics;
geological, dealing with land and
|ocean relationships; chemical, con-
stituents and reactions of the sea;
and meteorological, dealing with
the winds and weather.

Wide Open Field

One of its biggest attractions
should lie in the fact that it is a
wide open field for men trained in
the basic sciences. At present
there are so few trained men in
this field that a recent A&M grad-

Head of the

Ocean.

Dr. Dale F. Leipper considers the
spots in the world to study all types

uate in Wild Life Management who
took one three-hour course in the
new department, has been employ-
ed by the U. S. Navy Hydrographic
Office as an Oceanographer. Mon-
ey and ships are plentiful, but
trained men are not.

Opportunities are almost every-
where as this study is important
to everyone, but especially to the
navy, the oil industry and fisher-
ijes. Five research projects are
being carried on by the department
right now. They are a Survey of
the Gulf of Mexico, study of the
Marine Pipe Line problems, Co-
operative Oceanographic investiga-
tion with the U. S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, study of Biological
Oceanography sponsored by seven
major oil companies on the coast,
and the Dow Chemical Oceano-
graphy Research fellowship.

Jakkula Saw Need

The Department was first con-
ceived by Dr. A. A. Jakkula, head
of the Texas A&M Research Foun-
dation who recognized the need in
connection with research in the fa-
mous Louisiana oyster research
project. The Board of Directors

Department

Gulf of Mexico one of the best
of conditions pertaining to the

He has organized the Department of Oceanography at
A&M and has big plans to make it the finest and

best-rounded
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Department in the country.
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' Oceanography Department
Offers Fine Opportunity

gave their approval in January,
1949, and courses were offered for
the first time in February, 1950.

Dr. Leipper was asked to come
to A&M in 1949 to organize the De-
partment. He was graduated from
Wittenberg College in Ohio with
a B.S. degree in Mathematics, re-
ceived his master’s degree from
Ohio State and his Ph.D. from
Seripps Institution of Oceano-
graphy in California. He was call-
ed to service shortly after his grad-
uation from Wittenberg. Station-
ed in an isolated spot with an air-
craft warning service of the Sig-
nal Corps on the West Coast, he
first became interested in the field
when he noticed an article in a
newspaper that said applications
were being taken to Meteorological
cadet school at UCLA.

He spent his year there study-

to forecast height of waves for
landing purposes. The next year
he was stationed in the Aleutian
Islands forecasting weather for
the air force and the navy. He
was then sent to Anchorage, Alas-
ka, where he was put in charge of
an oceanography research unit at
the Air Force weather central.

Dr. Leipper has about forty-five
students taking courses in his de-
partment this year. Nine of these
are majoring and thirteen are mi-
noring in Oceanography. The first
degree is expected to be awarded
in 1951 or 1952.

Studies On Cruise

Not the least of the attractions
of this new field is the manner of
studying the ocean. Since the Gulf
of Mexico is nearby and it is con-
sidered to be one of the most ideal
reesarch spots in the world for
oceanographic study, cruises from
the coast are planned for every
three months.

These cruises cover the whole
Gulf leaving for the first part of
the journey from Galveston and
traveling to Yucatan and on to
Havana; the second leg of the trip,
down the Florida coast; and the
third cruise covers the coast of
Mexico. The boat acts as a float-
ing laboratory giving the students
a chance to study Oceanography
in its natural form, not just from
textbooks or maps.

Arrangement have been made
by the department to attempt a
study of ocean currents in the Gulf
through the use of “drift cards,”
post cards encased in plastic en-
velopes that float. Ten thousand
of these will be dropped by plane
all over the Gulf of Mexico. They
are printed with instructions to
mail in the-eards.

This experiment is being made in
%némfc;ion with the Texas Game,

ish ard Oyster Commission, the
United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, and the Gulf States Ma-
rine Figheries Commission.

Staffing the Department of
Oceanography are Dr. Donald W.
Hood, ’50; Dr. Leipper; lg‘r. John

ing the weather and learning how |

Oceanography

This barge-type boat serves as
ography students. Its most un
can be lowered into the ocean |
for tudying in shallow water.

made in the water with depth in
and - ~“ver.
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Oceanography Laboratory

This barge-type boat serves as a sea-going laboratory for Ocean-

Its most unusual features are four legs which
the ocean bed to form a stationary platform
It carries ten men and tests are
mud temperature probes

ography students.
can be lowered into
for tudying in shallow water.
made in the water with depth instruments,
and ' ~“ver.
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(See GOP Page 5)

From Milwaukee Industrialists:

$150,000 Schooner Given A &M Group

One of the finest seagoing
classroom and laboratory ships
in America, presented as a gift
to the Texas A. and M. College
Research Foundation, will soon

be sailing regularly from a Tex- .

as port to explore the myster-
ies of the Gulf of Mexico for
the A. and M. oceanography de-
partment.

Valued at $150,000, the ship
was given to the school by two
Milwaukee industrialists, Erwin
C. and Robert A. Uihlein, pres-
ident and vice-president of the
Schlitz Brewing Co.

The three-masted schooner,
120-feet long, and called the
“Atlantic,”; is presently docked
at Milwaukee. The A. and M.
foundation will send a crew
to Wisconsin about March 1 to
sail it by way of Lake Michi-
gan to Chicago, down the Chi-
cago river, the Illinois- river
and into the Mississippi to the
gulf. It will then ply the Gulf
from New Orleans to Galves-
ton. .

The “Atlantic was commis-
sioned by the U. S. Coast Guard
durmg World War II and serv-

ed in submarine detection work -

between New Orleans and Trin-
idad.

Meanwhile, the Uihlein broth-

ers, in announcing the gift, the
Uihlein brothers said: “She is
one of the finest schooners
afloat today. We are very hap-
py indeed to have been able
to present it to the Texas A.
and M. research foundation.”

The ship is now registered as
a yacht and has a 370-horse-
power auxiliary. It will cruise
under power at nine knots and
sail under 11 knots.

It has a steel hull, teak deck
trimmed in mahogany, and ac-
commodations suited to class-
work, research laboratories.

The ‘“Atlantic” normally car-
ries a six or seven man crew

and at least 10 scientists. It
can cruise several weeks with-
out returning to port.

The A&M research foundation
has some $40,000 in funds from
various grants which will be
used to install scientific‘equip-

ment on’the vessel.

When installed, it will have a
complete electronics / labora-
tory; chemical, biological and

Fralh 50953

physical laboratories, a fatho-
meter, naviation aids, devices
for sampling,
coring the Gulf bottom for
study ‘and other equipment.
A&M will use the ship to saii
regularly for oceonographic re-
search and teaching, principal-
ly in the Gulf coast area. Re-

- search projects can also be car-

ried on for individuals, indus-

dredging and

The good siup “Atlantic” . . .. pre:en!ed io A. and M. Collego br Erwm C. and Robert A. Uih 3in,
i f the Schlitz Brewmg Company.

try and governmental ageneies
in need of information abowl
the Gulf.

The research foundation is a
hon-profit corporation, with
headquarters on the campus of
the A. and M. College of Texas,
which conducts studies in many
fields, using the staff and faci-
lities of the Texas A. and M.

(See SCHOONER Page 3)
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Dr. Myron Ligda Is Added
To Oceanography Staff

Dr. Myron G. H. Ligda, meteor-
ologist specializing in applying ra-
dar to weather observing, has been
added to the staff of the Depart-
ment of Oceanography, A. and M.
College, it was announced by Dr.
D. F. Leipper, head of the depart-
ment.

He joins the college from Massa-
chusefts Institute of Technology,
where he received the degrees of
SM and ScD with majors in me-
teorology. His undergraduate
work for major in astronomy was
done at the University of Califor-
nia.

Some of Dr. Ligda’s experience
has been with the U. S. Air Force.
He has served as staff weather of-
ficer of the 102nd Fighter Wing,

Massachusetts Air National Guard,
and as radiological defense officer.
During World War II he held
teaching, research and administra-
tive posts in Panama and in the
Canal Zone. ‘

Dr. Ligda is author of several | «
technical publications. His doctor-
ate thesis, “Radar Scope Photo-
graphy and its Use in Studying
Frontal Structure,” deals with the
movement of precipitation areas
detected with radar. He has writ-
ten several papers concerning the
military application of radar and
radar storm detection.

His professional memberships in-
clude Sigma XI, the American Me-
teorological Society and the Ameri-
can Astronomical Society. He is
married and has two children.




